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at Scanonaenrat, and states that it has gained, since
the beginning of the year, about twenty converts.
Among those baptized was ‘‘ a poor Hiroquois pris-
oner,”” who ‘‘ during his last and fatal night’’ of tor-
ments, had endeavored to choke himself. ¢ This
obliged the Fathers to go and visit him a little while
before the final cruelties were exercised upon him, to
make him acknowledge his fault, to lead him to
accuse himself thereof, and to ask pardon for it.
Having done this, he was granted absolution ; and two
hours later he was boiling in a kettle, of which the
inmates of the Fathers’ cabin were invited to come
and get their share.”

The Fathers had hoped to begin other missions, but
find it necessary to devote all their care to the up-
building of the three churches already established.
In the summer, the savages being then scattered in
various directions, the missionaries spend a little time
in rest and spiritual refreshment, and then make
short journeys to the neighboring villages, baptizing
here and there a few converts,—among these, several
Iroquois prisoners, who are afterward tortured to
death.

Lalemant goes on to describe the obstacles and
difficulties that beset their work,— hindrances raised
by the evil demons that rule the land of the Hurons.
The ““ black gowns "’ are again accused of spreading
disease and death, to the ruin of the country; their
instructions to neophytes are interrupted by infidel
blasphemies; snowballs or clubs are flung at them
as they pass, or through the openings in their cab-
ins; and they are even threatened with death. The
demons aforesaid have sent certain New England In-
dians into these regions, who repeat the calumnies
against the Jesuits, that they have learned from the



